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FOR THE MESSENGER OF PEACE, the rumors that have floated around him and 
MATTHEW XXV. 31 eiven a bias to his mind, 
« When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all} Q. What time is meant, when the Son of man shall 
the holy angels with him, then shall he set upon the | come, verse 31 ? 
throne of his glory 32 And before him shail be gath | adnan. Whee heweied appear oa judge. 
ered all nations; and he shall separate them one from ‘ hs tiak — ail 
another as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats ~ ment against the Jews at the destraction ol 
93, and 34. Jerusalem. At which time the dispensation 
Quest. What time is meant, when the Son of man of the Mosaic law closed, the levitical priest- 
shatl come, in verse 31 hood was abolished,and the house of Israel scat- 
Q. What is meant by separating them, and what the Serre abroad, ceased to enjoy the privileges of 
difference of characters separated’; as in verse 32? a distinct and separate nation. 
Proor. First. We refer to the introduction 
ting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.” of the Saviour’s discourse which commenced 
Q. What is the true meaning of the last verse? And with the 24 Chapter, and closes with the 25. 
what is here meant by everlasting punishment, and life |The discourse was introduced in the following 
eternal ? And to whom does each apply? And when willl manner. The disciples came to Jesus, for to 
either end? me omed does| S¢W him the buildings of the temple. Having 
so iom the everlasting panahment here meutioned does one chi, Jesus said unto them, See ye not 
come to an end, and when: and I will renounce the be-| all these things? Verily I say unto you, There 
lief that the wicked will be finally and eternally punish-| shall not be left here one stone upon qnother, 
ed in eternity. L. W. that shall not be thrown down.’ After this 
With pleasure we comply with the wishes Jesus having seated himself ‘on the mount of 
of our friend L. W. and attempt an explana- Ulives, the disciples came unto him privately, 
tion of the important passage which he has | saying, “ Tell us, when these things shall be ? 
wesented for our constderation. We well|and what shall be the signot thy coming, and 
eres, that this portion of scripture is much | of the end of the world.” ‘Two questions are 
relied on by the believers in endless misery. Reesented by the disciples for Jesus to answer. 
as furnishing positive proof in support of that, First, what shall be the sign of thy coming, 
doctrine, and that it isconsidered by them as a and Secondly, and of the end of the world. 
strong fortress, which defies all the arguments | On this Bishop Newton observes. 
of Universalists. ‘The importance thenofthis; “dn this plain manner our Saviour, now 
passage, to those who are determined to main-| drawing near to his fatal hour, foretold the ab- 
tain and defend the doctrine of everlasting, solute ruin and destruction of the city and 
woe, will naturally induce them to dispute temple. The disciples were curious to know 
every inch of ground, nor will they yield until more of these events, when they should be, and 
compelled by dire necessity. Our friend says, | how they should be; but yet thought it not 
if we can show that the expression, “ These) proper to ask him at present, the multitude 
shall go away into everlasting punishment”) probably still Hocking about him: and therefore 
does not apply to the wicked after death, or) they take an opportunity of coming unto him 
thatit will ever come to an end, and when 3|§ privately, as he was sitting upon the mount 
he will renounce his beliefin endless misery.|of Olives,’ from whence was a good prospect of 
We feel persuaded that we shall be able to) the city and tempie, and there prefer their re- 
show him, that the text does not apply to the! quest to him, ver. S. ‘Tell us when shall these 
wicked after death, by proof clear and expli-| things be, and what shall be the sign of thy 
cit; and we are happy in this insta:ce, in ad-| coming, and of the end of the world?’ ‘These 
dressing ourselves, particularly, to a person ofjare only different expressions to denote the 
literary acquirements, who will be able to see) same period with the destruction of Jecusalem ; 
the force of the argument, and detect any in-|tor when they conceived would be the destiuc- 
correct conclusions drawn from the premises|tion of Jerusalem, then they couceived would 
laid down. And should he discover any error|be the coming of Chvist; and when they cou- 
in our reasoning, or deficiency in the proof pre-|ceived would be the coming of Christ, then 
sented, he will confera favor by pointing out| they conceived would be ‘ the end of the world,’ 
the error and showing us that what we con-!or rather (as it should be rendered, ‘the con- 
sidered as proof, was not sufficient to convince, | clusion of the age. ‘Phe end of the world or 
a fair candid and impartial juror, bound to de-}the conclusion of the age’ is the same period 
cide the fact according to evidence, rather|with the destruction of Jerusalem: tor there 
than from preconceived ‘opinion formed from |being two ages (as they were called) amoung the 


Verse 46 —** And these shall go away into everlas- 
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Jews, the one under the Jaw, the other under 
the Messiah; when the city and temple were 
destroyed, and the Jewish polity in church and 
state was dissolved, the former age must of 
course be concluded, and the age under the 
Messiah be commenced.” 


In corroboration of the above, Jesus says, 
Chap. xxiv. verse 34,35. “Verily | say unto 
you, This generation shall not pass, till all 
these things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away.” Itis evident from these declarations, 
that the coming of the Son of man should take 
place in that generation. 

Furturre Proor.—In Mat. xvi. 27, similar 
language is used by the Saviour, to that in 
Mat. xxv. 31. “ For the “on of man shail 
come in the glory of his Father, with his an- 
gels ; and then shall he reward every man ac- 
cording to his works.” Having made the 
above declaration, he informs them of the time 
‘ when he the Son of man would come’ verse 28. 
‘Verily Tsay unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see 
the Sou of man coming in his kingdom.” Ac- 
cording then, to the words ef him, who is called 
the way, the truth and the life, the Son of man 
would come in the glory of his Father with his 
angels in the life time of some of those, who 
then stood by and heard him. The same sub- 
jeet is noticed in Mark vili. $8 and ix. 1. 
* Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me, 
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vill and ix. to thatin Mat. xxv. 31. in which the 
coming of the Son of man with his angels is 
spoken of, and this coming to be in the life 
time of some who then stood by and heard the 
discourse, is sufficient evidence that the coming 
of the Son of man, Mat. xxv. 31. is the same 
coming, of which the apostles inquired in Mat. 
xxiv. 2. the signs of which Jesus gave them, 
and declared that that generation should not 
pass away until all the things, spoken of, should 


be fulfilled. 


Q What is meant by separating them? and what the 
difference of character separated ? 

A. The separation here spoken of, isa separ- 
ation or distinction that was about to be made 
between Jews and Gentiles, at the close of the 
legal dispensation, and the introduction or 
establishment of the gospel; in which the gen- 
tiles would enjoy dm st! from which the 
Jews would be excluded 

Proor.—We find sufficient evidence of the 
truth of the above expressed opinion, in the 
language used in the 352. verse which reads 
thus “ And before him shall be gathered all 
nations; and he shall separate them.” Accor- 
ding to the grammatical construction of this 
sentence, the word THEM as a relative pronoun 
refers to nations for its antecedent. The re- 
lative pronoun being a word used to avoid the 
too frequent repetition of the same word, or 
noun; the relative them in this sentence is used 
fur nations, hence the true reading is,”’ before 





and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of him also shall the Son of man} 
be ashained, when he cometh in the vlory off 
his Father, with the holy angels. And he said 
unto them, Verily L say unto vou, ‘That there 
be some of them that stand here, which shall 
not taste death, till they have seen the kingdom 
of God come with power. 
OBJECTION —An objection may be raised 
on the ground that the passage we are examin-, 
ingis i another chapter, aud therefore distinct’ 
und separate from the things mentioned in the 
previous chapter, and consequently, not to be! 
included among those things which were to be 
fulfilled in that generation. In reply to this, 
we say, that although a distinction or division | 
by chapters is made, no division is necessary! 
as all in the xxiv. and xxv. chapters, is one | 
continued discourse, and on one subject. This’ 
will, easily be discovered by paying attention | 
to the language in the 1 verse of this xxv. chap. | 
« "THEN shall the kingdom of heaven be lik-| 
ened unte ten virgins.” The word “ ‘THen’’! 
is anadverb of time and signities, at that cime,| 
hence the passage reads, “ At that time stially 
the kinrdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins.” “The question then arises, what time: 
is this? Answer the time previously nentioned, | 
in which “ all these things shall be fulfilled” 
then, at that time“ the kingdom of heaven(i. e. 
the house of Israel) shall be likened unto ten 
virgins, fice of whom were wise, and fire were 
fovitsh.?’ In addition to the above, the simi- 
lar juvzuage used Mat. xvi. x7, 28. and Mark! 








him shall be gathered all nations, and he shall 
separate the nations one from another.” It will 
appear obvious, that there is quite a difference 
in separating nations, in a national capacity, 
and individuals in their individual capacity. 
That this distinction and separation does exist 
between Jews and Gentiles needs no proof. | 

More Proor.—Those placed on the left 
hand and rejected, are thus cast olf, on account 
of their refusing to receive Christ and his apos- 
tles, or to adininister to his and their necess- 
ties. ‘hose on the right hand are admitted 
into privileges and blessings on account of 
their receiving Jesus and his followers, and 
administering to their wants. Who were those 
who rejected the Messiah and his friends = 
Unsiver, the Jews. Who received him and his 
desciples ? .dnswer, the Gentiles. In conse- 
quence of which the Jews are rejected and cast 
away, and the Geutiles received into the dis- 
pensation ef the gospel, and to all the privi- 
leves and blessings appertaining thereunto, 
The gospel was first preached to the Jews, 
they rejected it, hence Paul observes to them, 
Acts xiii. 46. > “ It was necessary that the word 
of God -hould first have been spoken to you : 
but seeing ye put it from you, and judge your- 
selves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn 
to the Gentiles.” | 

Jt the right hand, is considered, a place ot 
honor, aud respect, and the person thus hon- 
oved is entitled to the enjoyment of special 
privileges. Jesus is represented as seated at 
the right handef God. ‘Thus exalted and houn- 
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ored he is to sit until all bis enemies are put! privileges by the gentiies. As the earthly 
under his feet, or subdued unto him. The,blessings, which the Jews enjoyed, were ac- 
Gentiles, enjoying the privileges of the gos- cording to the purposes of God, so also, in inis 
pel,are, figuratively speaking, at the right hand. | divine Providence, hath he granted to the gen- 
‘The Jews, having rejected the gospel,are reject- | tiles the blessings and privileges of the gospet, 
ed, and are placed on the left hand, being de-| which entitles them to the appellation of bles- 


prived of the spiritual honors and _ privileges 
which they had previously enjoyed under the 


| 


sed. In the gospel, life and immortality is bro’t 
tu liyht,and all the glories of eternity pre- 


legal dispensation, and now, in consequence of | sented to the eye of faith. ‘I'he soul, enraptur- 


their blindness, superstition and bigotry shut 
out from the blessings of the gospel. 


‘ed with the scene, feels immersed inan ocean. 
‘ot bliss, and awaits in huinble confidence the 


Cuaracrers.—The Jews in consequence of approaching period when it shall euter into 


their unbelief, harduess of heart and blindness 


lummortal joys. 


of mind, are styled ‘* cursed” no other appel-| @. “ Whatis the true meaning of the last verse? and 


lation is applied to them in the passage we 


said “ THESE (Who? answer, those on the left 
hand) shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment: but the righteous into life eternal.” 
By the expression righteous applied to those 
on the right hand, we naturally apply the op- 
posite term, wicked, to those on the left hand: 
But it isnot used in any of the verses con- 


tained in that paragraph commencing with the: 


31 verse. 
The expression, “ Blessed” and “ Cursed,” 


appears tobe one of those Hebrew forms of 
expression, in which more meets the eye, than’ 


is intended to be understood. We will bring 
an instance, Romans ix—13. “ Jacob have | 
loved, but Esau have | hated.” No person be- 
lieves, that the passion of hatred dwells or can 
find a place tn the bosom of Jehovah. Mach less 
are any willing to believe that Ged hated saa 
before he was born, and vet Paul says, “ the 
children being not vet born, neither having and 
doneany good or evil, that the purposes of God 
according to election might stand, not of works 
but of him that calleth.? ‘The absurdity o! 
the supposition that God hated Esau before he 
was burn, or had done good or evil bas indu- 
ced learned divines carefully to criticise on 
this passage, and they inform us that the true 
reading is, “Jacob have I loved, but Msau have 
[ less loved.” ‘The learned Dr. Adam Clark, 
in noticing the above sentence Says, “ ! have 
loved the posterity of Bsau less than t have 


ioved the posterity of Jacob: which means no! 
more thav that God, in the course of his 


providence, gave the Jews greater earthly 
privileges than he gave to the Kdomites 3; and 
he chose to make them the progenitors of the 
Messiah, though they altimately, through their 


own obstinacy, derived no more bevelit from it: 


199 


than the Edomites did. 


vileges, which Esau or his descendants did not 
enjoy, while therefore Israel or Jacob, were 


|what is here meant by everlasting punishment, and life 
° . es, + (eternal? anc does eac r? then will 

are endeavoring to explain. In verse 45 it is|°%'""!* and to whom does each apply ? and when wi 
jeither end? Show the everlasting punishment here men- 


tioned does not apply to the wicked after death, or that 
it willcome to an eud, and when?” 

| There are several inquiries contained in the 
above question, which require separate an- 
‘swers.” We will therefore endeavor to reply 
ty each distinct article,in the order mw whiclr 
we think they ought to stand. 

First.—“ Show that the pumshment here 
‘mentioned does notapply to the wicked after 
death?” 

This we have done,and &lso shown, to whom 
the last verse does apply, by snowing, that the 
portion of scripture under consideration, had 
immediate reference to the coming of Christ i 
judgement upon the Jews which was vertied 
and the destruction of Jerusalem and the dis- 
persion of the house of Israel; consequently, it 
aes notapply to the wicked alter death butto 
the wicked unbeltevingJews. Bishop Newton 
observes “ Iitherto we have explained this 
xxiv. chapter of St. Matthew as relating to the 
destraction of Jerusalem, and without doubt 
as relating to the destruction of Jerusalem it ts 
PAEMARILY to be understood.’ If then, this is- 
the primary application of these passages, it i~ 
sufliciént that we thus understand them, and 
whatever further allusion others may suppose 
thems to have, is pothing tous. Wehave ciear- 
ly shown that these two chapters the xxiv. and 
xxv. are connected, being one continued dis- 
course on the same subject, the primary appli- 
eation of all which is to the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. ‘Phis being acknowledged, were it 
admitted thatit had allusion to something else, 
still it wouid furnish no proof of thatsomething 
else, as it might exist only in imagination, and 
for want of proof of the thing supposed to ex- 
ist, the account of the destruction of Jerusalem 


linight be laid hold of as having allusion to if. 
Jacob, or rather his posterity as the objects: 
of God's love, were blessed with certain pri-, 


This is a species of proof that will not be ad- 
mitted by any candid and judicious mind, 

— Secondly.— VW hat is meant by eternab life ? 
‘The word life in a spiritual sense does. not 


blessed, the Edomites or Esau were cursed. ' signify simple existence or being, but the par- 
‘The scene in regard to Israel is now changed. | ticular circumstances attending that existence 
Those who were called “ blessed” are now call-\or being. For instance, it is believed that all 
ed ** cursed’”—and Israe!, who so far exceeded | mankind will be raised from the dead, and made 
Edom in point of earthly privileges and bles-|to live in another world, and this life shall.be 
sings, are now, in Consequence of their obsti-i without end, vet it is not admitted that they. will 
nacy, far exceeded in spiritual blessings and | possess, “eternal i. ° Yet that existence ot 
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life is eternal, being endless. It is the circum- 
stances then which attend that existence that 
are expressed by the terms tire and DEATH, 
which simply signify happiness and misery. 
This eternal life may be entered into and en- 
joyed in the present state of existence. “ He 
that believeth on the Son warn everlasting life.” 
By this we know that we have passed from 
DEATH unto Lrre because we love the brethren. 
“ Life and immortality is brought to light in the 
gospel.” ‘To believe in and enjoy the privi- 
leges and blessings, to experience the love of 
God, and to possess the happiness and peace 
which hope gives to the soul is eternal life. ‘The 
Gentiles being admitted into this glorious dis- 
pensation of life,this covenant of peace, are con- 
sidered as enjoving eternal life. 

Lhirdly.— What is meant by everlasting pun- 
ishment ? The Greek word here rendered pun- 
ishment.is xoLasin. Accordingto PankuuRst 
kolasinis from kulazo which signifies tu restrain 
restraining or repressing. in the improved 
version of the New Testament, by a society of 

entleman in London, for the ‘promotion of 
Christian knowledge, it is said, in an explana- 
tory note on Mat. xxv. 45. “ The word here 
rendered punishment, properly signifies correc- 
tion inflicted for the benefit of the offender.” 
This 1s perfectly consistent with Parkhurst’s 
definition of kolazo to restrain, restraining, or 
repressing. In further illustration of this sub- 
ject we quote the following from the Religious 
Inguirer. 

NOTES ON THE SCRIPTURES. 

The word translated punishment in the for- 
ty-sixth verse of the twenty-fifth chapter of, 
Matthew, is Kolasis, and originally signified 
amputatio arborum luxuriantium, the pruning 
of luxuriant trees. In process of time it was 


love; but perfect love casteth out fear; because 
fear hath torment, (Kolasis.) As perfect love 
casts out the fear which produces this torment, 
and as this torment is endured in this life, we 
may fairly conclude this punishment is limited. 
[t cannot be replied that it is called endless, 
and that consequently it can have no limita- 
tion; for if we have 0 ia that Kolasis means 
a corrective infliction, it would be the grossest 
solecism to talk about an endless chastisement. 
The argument for unending suffering therefore 
derives no support from this word, (Kolasis ) 
as it origially and metaphorically signified a 
corrective discipline. ‘The idea attached to 
the verse we are examining appears to be this: 
the righteous, or those who accept the gospel, 
shall go into age-lasting life or enjoyment, and 
the wicked, or those who reject it, into age- 
lasting punishment, or correction.” 
Konrth—When will either end 2—The same 
Greek word is translated everlasting, and eter- 
nal. ‘The true meanine of which is, ace, or 
dispensation. ‘The word is used to express a 
long but indefinite period of time. It has been 
often said, that if we limit the duration of the 
punishment we must necessarily limit the du- 
ration of life. In reply we say, if the happi- 
ness of the righteous as to its duration, is de- 
pendent for proof on the use of this equivocal 
and doubtful word ion translated everlasting 
or eternal, the evidence of its endless dura- 
tion is so small as not to give much consola- 
tion or hope to the behever. Weare willing 
to say that the consequences resulting from the 
state of things expressed in Mat. xxv SIst v. 
will have an end, and we feel able to point 
out the time when. Before we proceed to this, 
it is necessary to show that eternal felicity in 
another world is not intended in this portion 





used figuratively for correction or chastise-| 
ment, and it is to be thus understood in the} 
verse we have mentioned. ‘The word from! 
which Kolasis is derived, and the meaning at-| 
tached to it by the Greeks, clearly determine | 
its sense, and prove that it was used to express | 
that infliction by which men are mace better | 
To show that we have rightly explained this, 
word, we quote two celebrated critics. Grotius | 
says, that the kind of punishment which tends | 
to the improvement of the criminal, is what the | 
philosophers called among other things, Avlasis | 
or chastisement. Wyttenbach, who foilows| 
Grotius, says, that God, in the infliction of suf-| 
ferings, has three ends in view: the first of 
which, is the correction of the offender, in or- 
der to his future amendment. And that the 
Grecks frequently gave to such sufferings the 
name, Kolusis. ‘That the scripture writers 
employed this word in this sense, may not only 
by inferred from its original signification, and 
ihe usage of the Greeks, but from a considera- 
tion of the passages in which they have used it. 
No believer in endless misery supposes the 
reprobate suffer it in this lite; but John implies 
that this punishment (Aolasis) is experienced 
in this lite, when he says, there is no fear in 





of Scripture. Religienists, most generally, 
concur inthis, that eternal salvation is of the 
free grace and mercy of God, according to his 
own good pleasure. In support of this, we have 
the testimony of the Apostle, Rom. iv. 4, 5. 
“To him that worketh the reward is not reckon. 
ed of grace but of debt. But tohim that work- 
eth not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly his faith is accounted for righteous- 
ness.” Eph.u. 8,9. “ For by grace are ye 
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any 
man should boast.”? 2 ‘Tim. i 9. “ Who hath 
saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the world began.”— 
In Mat. xxv it is said, “Come ye blessed— 
for I wasan hungered and ye gaveme meat, 
&e.” if eternal salvation is intended in this 
place, then, that salvation is predicated on 
works, which completely contradicts the as- 
sertions of Paul, who says, “ Not of works” — 
“ not according to our works’”=—The apostle 
again observes, if it be of grace it is no more 
works—if it be of works it is no more grace.— 
ifwe believe, that the apostle spake tie truth, 
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then we cannot suppose that endless felicity is 
tended in this. 46th verse, but a state of hap- 
piness arising from the actions of men, viz. by 


receiving and embracing the dispensation of 


the gospel; and on the other hand, those mis- 
eries which proceed from a state of blindness, 
darkness, and opposition to the gospel. ‘The 
question then returns, when will this punish- 
ment have an end? We answer in the lan- 
onage of Paul to the Romans, xi chap. 25, 26. 
‘For I would not, brethren, that ye should be 
ivnorant of this mystery (lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits,) that blindness in part is 
happened unto Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be comein. And so all Israel shall be 
saved, as itis written, There shall come out 
of Zion the deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
vodliness from Jacob.” ‘The reader is request- 
ed carefully to examine, for his own satistac- 
tion, the whole of this 11th chapter of Romans, 
in which he wall find, according to the argu- 
ments of the Apostle, that God, in his all wise 
and glorious Providence,’ ad suffered the Jews 
to refuse and oppose the gospel by which a 
way was opened for the ingathering of the 
(jentiles. He will find that God has not cast 
away his people that they shouldeternally pe- 
rish ; but they are left in a state of blindness 
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
Then shall the deliverer go forth, and Jews 
and Gentiles be brought under one dispensa- 
tion, and enjoy equal right, and equal privi- 
lege, 

‘With this view of the glorions accomplish- 
ment of the purposes and designs of God, the 
apostle breaks out in the following exclama- 
‘ion—* O the depths of the riches, both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearch- 
ible are his judgments, and his ways past find- 
ing out! For who hath known the mind of the 
i.ord ? or who has been his counsellor ? or 
who hath first given to him, and it shall be rec- 
ompensed unto him again’ For of hun, and 
through him, and to him are all things ; to 
whom be glory forever. Amen.” 
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The following very witty anecdote is going the rounds in 
many of the political and religious publications of the 
country. 

UNIVERSALISM. 

A venerable minister, in a neighbouring 
state, grieved to see the doctrine of universal 
salvation prevailing in his parish, was desirous 
of preventing its progress, by convincing Mr. 
M , the preacher of the doctrine, that his 
system was unscriptural and dangerous to so- 
ciety. For this purpose he requested the com- 
pany of Mr. M. an evening, and being too oid 
to manage the argument with dexterity him- 
self, he desired a young clergyman of his ac- 
quaintance to attend andassist him. The a- 
ged gentleman opened the conversation of the 





evening by informing his young brother in the 
ministry, that he had requested the company 
of Mr. M and himself, in order to have 
the doctrine of universal salvation fairly dis- 
cussed in his presence 5 for he thought Mr. 
M--——~ might be convinced of his errer ; but 
he was too old himself to manage the debate. 
He, therefore desired the young clergyman to 
enter upon the argument with Mr. M 
« Why sir,” replied the young gentleman, with 
his usual address,. “ Jesus Christ says, “ He 
that believeth shall be saved and he that belie- 
veth not shall be damned, but Mr. M says, 
no one shall be damned ; the dispute, therefore, 
is wholly between Jesus Christ and Mr. M—, 
and I wish to be excused from any interter- 
ence.” 

The publication of this anecdote, shows that 
its publishers, are either very ignorant of the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, or that they 
are disposed to trifle with the subject, with 
the design of misleading and prejadicing weak 
and ignorant minds. We know not who this 
Mr. M. is, referred to in the anecdote, but we 
are persuaded that the whole is a fabvication 
for no Universalist minister that ever we were?’ 
acquainted with, ever denied the truth of this 
declaration. “ He that believeth not shall be 
damned.” It is true, universalists do not be- 
lieve that men will remain in a state of unbe- 
lief, and damnation through the wasteless ages 
of eternity, but they do religiously believe thai 
‘he that believeth not shall be damned.’ Nay, 
more, they believe the divine testimony which 
declares “that he that believeth not is con- 
demned already”’—again, “ Hie that doubteth 
Universalists have therefore ue 











is damned.” 
controversy with their redeemer, but are la 


‘bouring to defend his cause, and maintain the 


veracity of his word, fully persuaded that what 
Jesus has promised he will perform. He hath 
said,“ and I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all men unto me.” Again, “ All that: 
the Father giveth me shall come to me 3 and 
him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out. For [came down from heaven, not to de 
mine own will, but the will of him that sent 
me. And this is the Father’s will which hath 
sent me, that of all which he hath given me I 
should loose nothing but should raise it up a- 
gain at the last day.” Again, “ As thou hast 
given him power oyer all ilesh that he should 
give eternal life to as many as thou hast given 


him !” 


The consequences of sin, and the condem- 
nation atiendant on a state of unbelief, Uni- 
versalists are as careful to notice in thei: 
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preaching as others are, and are perfectly wil-jlic worship are erected, or are erecting, in al- 


ling to receive every thing that the scriptures|™ost every direction. The odium, which su- 


eB -. {perstition has, for ages, attached to a profes- 
express on the subject ; but they are not wil sion of faith in “ the common salvation,” is 


ling to admit the interpretations which others rapidly dissipating under the renovating influ- 
are pleased to give on these passages, especial-/ence of “ the Sun of Righteousness,” who has 
ly when they arein direct contradiction to the} risen, and is still rising oom thousands, “with 


= hab age Ppa” . 
divine word. Itis time, that those who are healing in his wings. reachers of splendid 


; ; - . {acquirements, who have heretofore zealously 
disposed to write against the dectrine of Uni-|) bored to disseminate the traditions of men, 


versal Salvation, should be cautious not to op-| and young men of promising talents and vir- 
pose the doctrine until they make themselves,|tues are constantly entering the ministry of 
in some measure, acquainted with it. To universal reconciliation. Our Master seems 


. : Ai to be rapidly hastening the time, when “ a lit- 
fight against a sentiment of which they are he clin dhall becétne = Uniieia: aud & onal 


entirely ignorant, is only beating the air. one a strong nation.” The difficulties which, 


—ertlpomene for a long time, partially suspended, or embit- 
PROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE- tered the intercourse of some brethren, are, b 
CIRCULAR OF THE CONVENTION IN 1824. |the grace of God, amicably, and it is believed, 
Yo the Ministers of the Gospel which God preached to effectually adjusted ; anda spirit of union and 
Abraham, saying * In thee shall all nations be bless- | peace pervades, ina good measure, the whole 
ed; to the faithful in Christ Jesus, who believe in}order. These difficu ties, though a subject of 
“the restitution of all things, which God hath spoken} much regret at the time, will undoubtedly 
by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world eventuate in the consolidation and permanen- 
becan;” and to the ransomed of the Lord, whither- | ° v7 
soever scattered abroad, to whom this epistle may | CY of the general connexion. Dhey were pro- 
come, the General Convention of the Universalists | ably, designed by our heavenly Father, as a 
sendeth Greeting : course of salutary discipline. They formed, 
Dearty Breioven, under the superintending hand, a necessary 
Pursuant to a custom coeval with the es-! and useful trial of our faith. The termination 
tablishment of the General Convention, we ad-| of them in a cordial, and afirm fellowship, will 
dress you from the fulness of our hearts, that) show go ourselves and to the world, that the 
ye may be partakers of our joy. “ By the good; doctrine in’ which we believe possesses sufli- 
will of him who dwelt in the bush,” we have! cient virtue and power to overcome ail diffi- 
been favored with another annual meeting, and | culties; to remove every stumbling block out 
it was truly “atime of refreshing from the! of the way of brethren; and ultimately to dif- 
resence of the Lord.” From the commence-| fuse a spirit of perfect pacification through the 
ment of the body, there has, probably, never, whole family of man. Let us all seize the 
been a more cordial and profitable season ex-|golden opportunity, and if we “ have aught 
perienced. “ The angel of the Lord came up- |against a brother,” exhibit this bright trait in 
on us, and the glory of the Lord shone round the practical character of our religion. Let 
about us.” ‘The meeting was well attended,| the world see that a hope in the forgiveness of 
and the brethren appeared to be “of one mind | sins, begets in our hearts a forgiving disposi- 
and one spirit,” and determined, by the grace; tion. It was with a view to accellerate a just 
of God, to “ strive together for the faith of the and satisfactory settlement of any differences 
gospel.” No root of bitterness sprang up) which may hereafter occur, that the resolve in- 
among us, to choak the good seed of the king- serted in the minutes, was unanimously pass- 
dom. No inclination is felt to exaggerate in, ed. ‘The course heretofore pursued by the con- 
describing the harmony and happiness of the| vention, has in the increase and extent of the 
occasion, and that we do not, will appear from) connexion, become burdensome, and therefore 
the minutes, which are a brief and faithful de-/ untenable. ‘Lhe members have spread over 
tail of the transactions of the meeting. Inves-,a vast extent of country. Inthis imperfect 
tigaton and discussion were unavoidable in| state, “oifences must needs come,” and to 
some parts of the business; but during the/carry them before the convention, the annual 
whole session, there was not, it is believed, a’ sessions of which are, at times, extremely dis- 
sentiment expressed, nor a sentence uttered,’ tant from each other, subjects the parties to 
but withthe purest motives, and ina temper) great and needless inconvenience and ex- 





compatible with the spirit of the gospel. The} pense. It is also believed that a variety of 


letters sent from different societies, and the|circumstances renders the Convention a less 
accounts given of others, by brethren in the competent tribunal, than a select council. Ma- 
ministry, who have labored with them in word! ny of the members which compose it, necessa- 
and doctrine, were encouraging to the lovers/rily live remote from the scene of difficulty, 
of “the truth as it is in Jesus.” Notwithstand-|are unacquainted with the nature ofit, its ori- 
ing the various causes which obstruct the free| gin, progress, and nameless substantial facts, a 
course of the real gospel, it unquestionavly,| knowledge of which is essential to an equita- 
prosrceres ina degree hitherto unparalleled.} ble decision ; but of which they have no means 

‘ew societies are formed, and houses for pub-| of obtaining satisfactory information. A coun- 
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cil, selected from among intelligent and can- 
did brethren, who live at a convenient distance, 
can easily go to the very theatre of contention, 
wake deliberate and close inquisition into all 
its circumstances, probe the wound deeply, 
and thus obtaining a critical knowledge of its 


nature, and all its bearings, will be ‘more like-jg 


ly to prescribe and apply a healing and effect- 
ual remedy. ‘There are many other consider- 
ations which might be urged in vindication of 
this measure, but it is unnecessary. ‘The na- 
ture of the case will suggest its propriety, and 
insure, we are confident, the approbation of 
every brother. But it is hoped that we shall 
all connect with this approbation, a fixed pur- 
pose of heart, to learn wisdom from the things 
we have suffered, and in future, to keep to the 
utmost of our powers, “ the unity of the spirit 
iu the bond of pence? This isa subject on 
which we cannot too frequently, or too zeal- 
ously stir up the minds of each other. To this, 
let the brethren in the ministry, and particu- 
larly those who have just entered the vine. 
yard, take early and perpetual heed. It con- 
stitutes the very mai row and fatness of minis- 


in all our united efforts, is the promotion of 
our practical sobriety, righteousness and god- 
liness in the world. A prineiple design in ail 
our labors at present, is to convinee nankind 
that this is,in fact, the natural tendency of the 
faith which we cherish and disseminate. The 
reat battle with respect to doctrine has al- 
ready been fought; the victory is won: “We 
are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us.” ‘The field is ours; and we have 
now little to do except to remove the rubbish; 
to cultivate the soil, and to render it fruitful in 
every good word and work. Butrefined spe- 
culations, learned criticisms, and leveling ar- 
guments will not of themselves, accomplish 
the object. Without the enriching influence 
of practical goodness, they are “ as aeenelng 
brass or a tinkling cymbal.” A peaceable an 

holy life is the aa sound logic in this case. 
This will exert an irresistible power over gain- 
sayers. It will effectually put to silence, the 
tongue of foolish men. Let the pure light of 
universal grace shine in all our lives, and op- 
position to the moral tendency of our faith 
must cease, wherever itis known. ‘This is-evi- 


terial usefulness. Eloquence is nothing, tal-|dent from facts within our ob-ervation. In all 
ents are nothing, and boasted virtues are no-| cases, the most is said against this faith, where 
thing, if dissociated from that “ charity which| the least is known of it; and where es ge- 
thinketh no evil, speaketh no evil, beareth|nerally, have had the best oppertuntty to be- 
all things, and which never faileth.” “ By|come acquainted with its principles, and their 
this shall allamen know that ye are my disci-|influence upon society, there is the least appo- 
ples, if ye have love one to another.” ‘The fu-! sition to it, as being dangerous and immoral in 
ture prosperity of the cause in which we are/its tendency. Indeed, where people have bare- 
engaved requires only a general concentration) ly heard of this heavenly doctrine, but are in- 
of efforts. Let all “who have named the tirely ignorant of its character, the lip of de- 
name of Christ strive together for the faith of; traction knows no bounds ; but as the mind 
the gospel,” and we may fear no evil, for no) becomes acquainted with it, the virulency of 
weapon formed against us can prosper. |opposition ceases; and where it is thoroughly 

Before closing this circular, it is thought ex-| understood, the noisy tongue of slander itself, 
pedient to suggest toour brethren, the impor-| dares only whisper its unfriendly insinuation. 
tance of an increased attention to the annual} This plain fact speaks volumes in favor of our 
meetings of the Convention. At every ses-! general system of faith. And now, dear breth- 
sion, some societies are not represented by a| ren, may we all prove ourselves expert in mul- 
delegate, or by any direct communication. We | tiplying this sort of evidence, and without the 
of course cannot have so perfect a knowledge least division, “ add to our faith virtue; and 
of the general connexion as is desirable, or as/| to virtue knowledge ; and to knowledge tem- 
the interests of the body require. : 





W ould it) perance ; and to teusperance patience; and to 
not tend, in various ways, to advance the com-| patience godliness ; and to godliness brother- 
mon interest, should each society in the con-|ly kindness ; and to brotherly kindness chari- 
nexion, not represented by a messenger, uni- ty. For if these things be in you and abound, 
formly send a Leases to the Convention, stating. they make you that ye shall neither be barren 
the numbers of members, how many have join- nor unfruitful in the knowledge of the Lord 
ed or left, during the previous year, how much | Jesus Christ.” 


preaching it has had, what numbers usually at-| By order, S. STREETER. 
“tend public worship, and a plain account of its| ——> 
general condition and prospects? And may) SC HISMS. 


not the clerks of the respective associations af-! The schisms of the Church of Christ are 
lord much aid to the general cause, by for-|deeply to be lamented, on many accounts, by 
warding to the Convenuon in writing, as de-| those who have any regard for all that is vaiu- 
tailed a report of the societies in fellowship, able and worth preserving amongst men ; and 
the number of members belonging to each re-|although we are willing to believe with Paley, 
spectively, &c. as convenience may permit? that the rent has not reached the foundation, 
these suggestions, the brethren will duly con-| yet are these differences (though not essen- 
sider, and regulate their proceedings agreea-| tials) most particularly to be lamented, because 
bly to their convictions of propriety. — Let us| they prevent the full extension of the glo.ioas 
constantly bear in mind that owe great motive light of the gospel throughout the world. These 
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differences amongst ourselves, furnish those 
whom we would attempt to convert, with the 
plausible, and to them I fear, unanswerable ar- 
gument ;—with what face can you christiatis 
attempt to make us converts to your faith, 
when you have not yet decided aniongst your- 
selves what christianity is? Surely it will be 
time enough to make proselytes of others, when 
you yourselves are agreed. For Calvin damns 
the Foie, and the Pope damns Calvin; and 
the only thing in which they agree, is in dam- 
ning Socinus ; while Socinus in his turn laughs 
at both, and beheves neither. 


CAUSE OF SELF-MURDER. 

The Editor of the “ Boston Recorder,” a pa- 
per devoted to the cause of “ fat livingss,’’ no- 
ticed the suicide committed in this city recent- 
ly, by two young men, foreigners, who, in a 
moment of desperation occasioned by pecu- 


niary embarrassments, destroyed themselves ; | 


and introduced the account into his columns 
thus— 

“ Universalism favorable to self-murder.” 

Supposing we were to publish the account of 
the treason of Benedict Arnold, and head the 
article. 

“ Calvinism favorable to Treason.” 

Should we not be quite as justifiable as the 

Editor of the Boston Recorder 


We reiterate the assertion that if the pro-| 


tessed believers of the doctrine of the endless 
damnation of the wicked, (such as the editor 
of the Boston Recorder,) were sincere in their 
belief, they would deal much less in slander 
and detraction than they do at present! We 
are continually told, that a on, ey the doc- 
trine of the salvation of all men, has a tendency 
to make men commit all kinds of crime, &c. 
diet facts speak. ‘The State Prison in this 
city contained, afew days since, 623 crimin- 
als, of various faith and religion; BUT NOT 
ONE UNIVERSALIST AMONG THEM 
ALL!!! The editor of this paper went through 
the various deyartinents of this gigantic reser- 
voir of depravity, where hardened wretches 
from every clime are congregated, and visited 
the cells of the most abandoned, who, to ap- 
pearance, have made a trade of sin, and heard 
from the lips of the delinquents, the confession, 
that they believed in the endless misery of the 
witked ! 

Here isa comment, for you, of more value 
than ten thousand volumes of orthodox slan- 
ders, and hypocritical speculations. 

Quere. it a belief in Universalism leads to 
all the crimes committed by the tenants of the 
State Prison ? Has it led to these! Gos. Ler. 

nation 
FEMALE PIETY: 

An Extract—Religion in a female secures 
ali her interests. Uf graces her character, pro- 
motes her peace, endears her friendship, se- 
cures. er esteem, and adds a dignity and worth 
indescribable to her deeds. Hlow sweet! when 
‘he mistress of a family is the hand-maid of the 


Lord—when the mother of children is an ex- 
ample of piety—when the wife of our bosoin is 
espoused tu the Redeemer! how desirable thar 
the daughter be a chaste virgin to Christ! that 
the sister leaneth on the arm who sticketh clo 
ser than a brother! that the songstress of the 
temple belong to the Heavenly choir! How 
leasant, when the absent husband can think of 
foie, and reflect that angels watch the place, 
who may guard the interest and the health of 
his heaven born companions, and the children 
of the covenant! Wyen about to leave her a 
widow, and commit to her exclusive care his 
helpless offspring, how consoling, if her char- 
acter is such that she can lean upon the wid- 
ow’s God, and put her children under the guar. 
dianship of him, who is the father of the father- 
less! ‘Then he quits the world calm and hap- 
py, supported by the hope, that he shall meet 
them in heaven. 

Religion has a peculiar sweetness when it 
mingles with the softness of the female charac- 
ter; so the dew drop borrows odour and colou: 
from the rose. 


| Ay RA fb er Sty 

| IP OB ilies ee 
FROM THE GARLAND. 

Written at the grave of an Infant. 


Thou wert a lovely little flower, but of tender growth; 
and as Time’s hand, silent and unseen, gradually drew 
aside the curtain of infancy, thy limbs began to gathex 
| Strength, and thy cheeks to gather bloom—blending the 
smile of innocence with the tinge of beauty. Death 
}came, and plucked thee from thy parent stem—and bore 
thee to the tomb. But thou shalt bloom again, for— 











*¢ The wintry blasts ot Death 
Kiil not the buds of Virtue: No, they spread 
Beneath the heavenly beams of brighter suns, 
Thro’ endless ages into brighter powers.” 


Yes, little charmer! thou hast gone, 

And left this “ teeming state of strife’- 
On angel wings thy spirit’s own 

To worlds of endless light and life. 


In vain thy doating mother wept, 
And press’d her last, fond, burning kiss— 
O’er thee Death’s shadow slowly crept, 
Congealing every sluice of bliss! 


Thou wert but for a moment given, 
A pledge of ever-during love— 

Then snatch’d into thy native heaven, 
To bloom with kindred flow’rs above. 


Then rest thee here, sweet little onc! 
Far, far from every note of sorrow— 
Thy mother sighs ** God’s will be done !” 
Then, sleep thee ! till the final morrow. 


HARPERS-FERRY. JUVENIS, 
icd, 


— ———w— 

In this city on the 9th inst. CHARLES, infant son of 
Israel Platt, aged six months. 

In this city Luke P. NewxpeEry, son of Mr. Thomas 
P. Newbery, aged 3 years. 

On the 16th ALEXANDEr, son of Wm. Nash aged 
3 years. 

On the 17th SavuparL Worth, esqr in the 80th year 
of his age. 
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